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(Chartered Under Republic Act No. 646) 
SUPREME COUNCIL  

Manila, Philippines 
 

               A civic patriotic, cultural, non-partisan, non-sectarian, non-profit organization 
      

 
Memo No. A-0002 
 
From : ` Sir George R. Poblete, KGOR 

SUPREME ARCHIVIST 
To:  Supreme Council 
Date:  September 09,  2008 
 
Subject: Report on 3rd Canada Region Assembly 
 
 
The 3rd Canada Region Assembly and the 9th Commanders’ Ball held in Toronto was a 
resounding success. More than 200 Knights and Ladies from the local and foreign Chapters 
participated and make this Assembly a successful one. 

Our Congratulations! to the Canada Region 
Executives, Chairman Sir Chito Collantes, KGOR, his 
two event Chairmen Sir Doug Ord, KCR and Sir Michael 
Murphy, KCR, and his Finance Chairperson Sir Ed Prillo, 
KCR. As Sir Chito said, the success of this event was 

made 
possible 
by the 

other 
local Commanders and their Ladies, and 
particularly the participation of the foreign and 
out of town Chapters and Knights, and 
generous  donors. 

Canada was fully supported by the U.S.A. 
Region (particularly by their Region 
Commander Sir Rey Banta, KGOR and past 
U.S. Reg. Cmdr. Sir Noli Vianzon, KGCR, Knights and Ladies from New Jersey the largest 
delegation from USA headed by Sir Lito Gajilan,KGOR and Sir Francis Sison,KCR, New York, 
Ohio, Stongsville, New Haven Connecticut, Cleveland, Las Vegas, Central Florida and 
Jacksonville. Florida. Additional support came from Paris, France headed by Sir Rey 
Pablo,KGOR and Sir Jess Umali,KCR. Sir Nuvikko Ulanday,KCR of The Czech Republic 
completed the foreign delegation.  

Non Omnis Moriar 



The Canada Region was very well represented by different chapters from Oakville-Halton, 
Mississauga, Toronto, Markham, North York, Ottawa, Windsor, Montreal, Dimasalang, 
East York and Winnipeg.. The Supreme Council came with a big delegation from the 
Philippines, to show their support of this important Regional Assembly. They include Supreme 
Commander Sir Virgilio R. Esguerra, KGCR, Sir Lamberto Nanquil, KGCR, Chairman of 
the Supreme Council of Elders (and his family); Supreme Chancellor Sir Reghis Romero II, 
KGOR, Supreme Auditor Sir Jeremias Singson, KGOR (and wife), Sir Dr. Rey San Juan, 
Former Governor of Rizal, together with their Canada resident Supreme Archivist, Sir 
George R. Poblete, KGOR. 

Sir Con Gen Alejandro Mosquera, KCR 
welcomed the Supreme Council and the foreign 
delegates, with a dinner in the Consulate Office.  

The delegates started coming early in the week. 
Registration started with Fraternal brotherhood and 
socials on Friday evening of August 29. The 
Supreme Council and Elders conducted several 
meetings with the foreign and local Commanders. 
They discussed and resolved several issues during 
their open forums. (Major concerns discussed are 
the improvement of communication with the 

Supreme Office;  reports on findings of historical facts on Dr. Rizal and their successful 
completed projects were presented by the Chapters.) These should be recorded and reported to 
the Supreme Office and relayed to the other Chapters.  

The Saturday morning affair started with a Parade of Colors,Invocation by Sir Rev. Dr. Neil 
Parado, KGOR, and Singing of the National Anthems Lupang Hinirang  & O Canada, 
followed by breakfast in the main ballroom. The Assembly was opened by Canada Region 
Commander Sir Emiliano R. Silverio, KGCR.  
Distinguished Guests were introduced, followed 
inspirational talks by the Supreme 
Commander Sir Virgilio R. Esguerra, KGCR 
and Chairman of the Council of the Elders, 
Sir Lamberto Nanquil, KGCR. 

After lunch, the Supreme Council conducted the 
Initiation of new Knights, Elevation, Exaltation 
and Conferment, plus the Award of Service 
medals. Lifetime Plaque and Distinguished 
Service Star Awards   were presented to Sir 
Dr. Tom Colina, KCR,  Winnipeg Chapter 
Commander and Deputy Area Commander, for 
extraordinary services rendered to the Order and to the Community.Sir Felino de Jesus , KCR, 
Wpg. Chapter Exchequer, and Sir Nap Ebora, KCR, Wpg. Chapter Chancellor, were awarded 
the Distinguished Service Medals of Rizal ;  Sir Ramon Cairo, KOR , and Sir Philip  
Gobenciong, KOR , were elevated to the 2 nd Degree with the rank of Knight Officers of Rizal; 
and Sir Ed Kean, KCR , was exalted to the 3 rd Degree with the rank of Knight Commander of 
Rizal  by Sir Virgilio Esguerra, KGCR , Supreme Commander, assisted by Sir Reghis Romero 



II, KGOR, Supreme Chancellor, Sir Jeremias Singson, KGOR , Supreme Auditor, and Sir 
George Poblete, KGOR, Supreme Archivist.  
 
 A “Humanitarian  Award” was presented to Sir Emilio Yap, KGCR  for his continuous 
involvement effort and philanthropic support to  the Order of the Knights of Rizal (presented in 
absentia to the Supreme Commander). All the Commanders and Knights had a great time, 
particularly during the photo sessions after the awards.   

Knights and Ladies from Winnipeg, headed by Sir Dr. Roland and Lady Dr. Irene 
Guzman, KGOR, Regional Advisor, and Sir Rev. Dr. Neil Parado, KGOR, Area 
Commander for Western Canada, presented an Igorot (Sir Milton & Lady Olive Mestito), Kuratsa (Sir 

Ramon & Lady Clarisa Cairo) and Habanera de Jovencita (Ladies Nena Ebora, Julie Javier, Cora Kean & Gory Parado) ( 
dances during the Commanders’ Ball. The New Jersey Knights gave a superb interpretative 
Recitation of the  “Ultimo Adios”.  The Toronto Kababaihang Rizalista, not to be outdone, 
performed a Filipino-Spanish native dance. The Honourable Sir Ambassador Jose Brillantes, 
KGOR (and his Embassy Staff) graced the evening with his message. The Canada Region 

Executives Knights and Ladies capped the evening 
with their Royal performance of the  “Rigodon de 
Honor”.  (This group was invited by the Supreme 
Commander and Council to perform in the 
upcoming 17th International Assembly in Manila in 
late February 2009.) The entire delegation perspired 
and danced the evening away thru the excellent 
music and songs performed by the “Toronto 
Concert Queen” - Ms. Jenifer Camacho supported 
by the Innovation Band and Sir Ron Carpio as 
THE DJ.On Sunday morning, immediately after the 

Sunday Service by Sir Rev. Dr. Neil Parado, KGOR, and breakfast, the Knights and Ladies 

were brought to Earl Bales Park. The Supreme Council and the Canada Region Executives laid 
a Wreath in the Rizal Monument. The Knights and ladies proceeded to Niagara Falls to tour 
the area and enjoy in the Fallview Casino on Monday, Sep. 1, the Supreme Commander 
conducted another Open Forum in the Hotel for the Knights. After breakfast, two buses of 



Knights and Ladies toured the Canadian National Exehibition (CNE) Fairgrounds in 
Toronto and enjoyed the closing fireworks in the CNE grounds. 

This concluded the official celebration of the 3rd Canada Regional Assembly. The Supreme 
Council indicated their plans to conduct the 17th International Assembly on the last 
weekend of Feb. 2009 and also a Regional Assembly in the Czech Republic on the first 
weekend of September 2009. (The Supreme Council Official shall announce by next month,  
the exact location and dates of these upcoming  Assemblies.)  

Delegates from all over the world appreciated the hospitality of Canada Region and the 
well managed Assembly by Sir Chito and his 
Committees. The Council delegates who stayed in 
Toronto were toured by the Canada Region 
Executives and their ladies. Some visited the 
worlds highest structure, the CN tower and the 
famous Filipino restaurants in Toronto, while 
some were guests of the local Knights. (Sir Bert’s 
family even toured Ottawa, Montreal and Quebec 
City).Sir George R. Poblete, KGOR, Supreme 
Archivist  

                          Niagara Fallsview                    Sir Virgilio R. Esguerra, KGCR, Supreme 
Commander 
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